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As many of you know, last year we 
introduced the first ever Tree-A-Thon 
fundraiser and tree planting event.  The 
concept was simple. It is like a walk-a-
thon except instead of getting pledges 
to walk, our fundraisers got pledges to 
come out and plant native trees and 
shrubs to restore a riparian corridor. 
Note the difference: instead of energy 
being expended to walk, our volunteers 
put their energy to work helping restore 
the Laguna!  This event was a huge 
success; much needed revenue was 
raised to support our programs and 
over 120 volunteers came out to plant 
750 trees.   Obviously, we had to bring 
back the Tree-A-Thon!

We are always trying to improve what 
we do, so this year we are making a 
few changes.  Some folks told us last 
year that they wanted to plant trees but 
not fundraise.  We totally understand that and are eternally grateful 
to our wonderful cadre of volunteers who help us in so many ways.  
Still, this event is a fundraiser, so for those who aren’t “into” seeking 
sponsorships, please see our LagunaKeepers schedule (page 5) and 
come out whenever you want to help us get things done on the 
ground! We can really use your help on any or all of these dates. 

For those multi-talented folks who are willing to help fundraise by 
getting those pledges, please see the enclosed letter for more details 
and mark your calendars for:

Second Annual Tree-A-Thon is Saturday, January 22, meeting at our 
headquarters and planting along Irwin Creek.

There are prizes for top fundraisers, and a fabulous lunch overlooking 
the Laguna from Lynmar Estate for all fundraisers and donors raising 
or contributing over $1,000.  Ready to sign up or maybe you 
own a business and would like to be an event sponsor?  
If so, either go to the Tree-A-Thon page on our website to register 
or contact Nancy Hauptmann at 527-9277x.109 or email: nancy@
lagunafoundation.org.

Tree planting photos from our First Annual Tree-A-Thon.  Photos: Erin Sheffield

 
Of course, we hope that lots of people get comfortable with 

the idea of fundraising for an organization whose mission they 
support. Jeanette Doyel was a first time fundraiser last year and 

this is what she told me: 
 

I have really enjoyed being part of this fund-raiser. This is the 
first time I have asked friends family and acquaintances for a 

donation. Amazingly, I raised over $800! 
 

Another great all-around volunteer and first time fundraiser last 
year was Chris Engel who said: 

 
Nobody likes to ask people for money or anything else for that 
matter.  But, the worst thing that can happen is that they say 
no.  So what?  No one is offended that I asked, especially at 
this time of year and for this event/organization. In fact, they 
expect to be asked! And, I am not offended when they say no 

because I know it is not personal.  You just have to ask. 

Tree-A-Thon Returns! 
David Bannister, Executive Director
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It has been just over a year that I have been the Executive Director of 
this great organization.  What a year it has been!  We’ve:

Held the Laguna Conference on Climate Adaptation.•	

Started the multi-participant cooperative North Bay Climate•	  
Adaptation Initiative.

Held our annual Volunteer Appreciation Party.•	

Created and held the first ever Tree-A-Thon (see article on front •	
page).

Organized and took a Trolley tour of the Laguna for top Tree-A-•	
Thon fundraisers.

Became a “Membership” organization. •	

Held our first Membership Appreciation Party at Georgetown.•	

Recruited and welcomed three new Board members. •	

Settled a major construction debt with a local lender.•	

Started and completed design work for the Laguna Learning•	  
Center.

Started the permit process for the Laguna Learning Center.•	

Held our 7th Annual Garden Art Gala.•	

Executive Director Report - David Bannister
Whew! And that is just the activities that I have been directly involved 
in.  Be sure to read the articles by our Department Managers to learn 
about all that has been going on in our Restoration, Conservation 
Science and Education Programs. 

It has been a busy (as you can see) and wonderful year.  I am honored 
to be at the helm of an organization that enjoys such great support 
from our many members and volunteers, as well as our partners the 
Open Space District, the Sonoma County Water Agency, the Cities of 
Santa Rosa and Sebastopol, the California Coastal Conservancy, and 
the State Resources Agency, as well as “sister” non-profits Sonoma 
Land Trust, Sonoma Ecology Center, Cotati Creek Critters, Pepperwood 
Foundation, California Native Plant Society, and many more.  

Finally, I would just like to thank the Board of the Foundation. It 
was this Board that conceived of plucking me from their midst and 
offering me the position of Executive Director.  It has at once been 
challenging, gratifying, educational, sleep-loss inducing and much 
more!  Furthering our mission to protect, restore and educate the 
public about Sonoma County’s ecological treasure is worth every bit 
of it!

The Laguna is home to a rare diversity of bird life:  more than 200 
varieties, including osprey, red-tailed and sharp-shinned hawks, and 
bald eagles, which are occasionally seen flying along the Laguna in 
the area of the Laguna Learning Center.  The observation deck will 
be a key feature of the Laguna Learning Center and is designed as 
a multi-level platform with some shade and some seating and lots 
of space for observing wildlife in the landscape through spotting 
scopes and binoculars. The multiple levels will allow for viewing “up 
close” the life in our pond by being at wetland vegetation level and 
for viewing “afar” by being several feet above ground level.  The 
teaching elements will include a display describing the bird diversity 
of the Laguna and its notable species. 

Thanks to a generous grant from Soroptimist Club of Santa Rosa in 
memory of Ms. Dora Finnemore, the observation deck will be built 
and named in their honor. The pond, bridge, kiosk and intrepertative 
building still have naming opportunities available. We also received 
a generous grant from the Bothin Foundation that will pay for tables, 
chairs and kitchen equipment in the Learning Center building. 

The rest of the project has entered the permitting phase so the 
timing of when things will be done is hard to predict.  We hope to 
get considerable work done before “real” winter weather sets in but 
time will tell.  Hopefully, by the time you get your next Meanderings, 
a lot will have been done!

Soroptimist Observation Deck

Design of multiple scoping areas at different elevations.  
Illustration: Gene Kunit and Associates, Landscape Architects
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Have you been saying to yourself, “Next year I want to go through 
Laguna docent training.”? Well, with all the exciting things happening 
around the Laguna, this is a great year to join the docent training 
class! The new trail from Meadowlark Field to Kelly Farm will soon be 
open and the Laguna Learning Center is just about under construction 
and we need lots of new volunteers to help run Learning Laguna 
and new programs being created to help connect Sonoma County 
school children and community members with the Laguna. While the 
training course does focus on preparing volunteers to lead Learning 
Laguna, this training serves as the springboard for other volunteer 
opportunities that arise.

Over the 10-week program we explore the wonders of the Laguna, 
both indoors and out, including visits to special places not open to 
the public. You will read interesting and stimulating articles, learn 
about the Laguna ecosystems and its natural and cultural history, 
interact with the engaging and dynamic Learning Laguna activities, 
all the while having fun and bonding with fellow trainees and the 
entire docent circle.

Education Program Highlights

Learning Laguna 2009-10 school year
Number of classroom visits: 38 

Number of field trips: 38
Schools Visited: 18
Districts Served: 10  

Students: 910
Docent Teaching Hours: 1230

Public Education programs
Alpha Farm Evening Exploration

Delta Pond Rookery Walk
Santa Rosa Plain Bike & Hike

SuperKids Camp
Family Wetland Day
iWalk Sebastopol

410 participants at six special Laguna Learning Adventures
 

Outreach at Public events
Wildflower Celebration at Pepperwood Preserve

Earth Day – Sebastopol 
Earth Day – Santa Rosa

This is the Year to Become a Laguna Docent! 
Christine Fontaine, Director of Education Programs

Laguna docents studying grasses in a continuing education class.  
Photo: Christine Fontaine

As one Learning Laguna fourth grade student wrote to a docent... 
 
I learned so much from you. I learned about nature, animals, water 
creatures, sky creatures, land creatures and creatures that crawl. I 
learned about plants and how it feels to be in beautiful nature. Your 
kindness helped us so much. Thank you and I mean thank you so 
much. 

Join us for training so you too can experience the deep sense of 
reward that comes from fostering a love of nature in children, along 
with the gratification you’ll surely feel for being part of the solution 
for the Laguna. 
 
We hope to see you in the class of 2011! Applications are 
available on our website and orientation events will take place from 
6:00-7:30 PM on: 

Tuesday February 15 at the Sebastopol Library•	

Wednesday, March 2 at the Central Santa Rosa Library •	

Training classes occur on Mondays from 9:30am – 2:30pm, March 
through May. Visit our website for more details or if you have 
questions, contact Christine Fontaine at 527-9277x102 or email: 
christine@lagunafoundation.org. 

Learning Laguna students learning about aquatic food webs.  
Photo: Dana Vallarino
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The Foundation’s 7th annual garden party fundraiser took place at 
the beautiful Vine Hill House on September 12th   and, unlike last 
year, the weather was spectacular.  The fabulous Gala Committee 
of Susan Churchill, Nina Arrabit, Sandy Mays, Mary Reed, Barbara 
Shepherd, Yvonne Giambrone-Martin and Jan O’Connell (co-
owner of our host Vine Hill House), made a number of changes to 
revitalize the event.  Guests enjoyed oysters, an heirloom tomato 
tasting, wood-fired pizzas, and gourmet cheeses, plus fabulous local 
wines. The silent auction featured outdoor “garden” art, a great 
selection of special wines, and hand crafted willow baskets filled 
with a beautiful plant and gardening oriented gift certificates. The 
live auction featured a variety of experiences from kayaking in Baja 
to a catered dinner for eight with local chef Patty James right there 
at Vine Hill House. 

The Foundation is profoundly grateful to the many, many people 
that made this Gala one of our best: generous sponsors, the many 
artists who donated their work for auction, donors of the exciting 
live auction “adventure packages”, exquisite wines enjoyed onsite 
and auctioned, and the volunteers who made the Gala possible.  
Please visit the “Thanks to Our Supporters” section of Meanderings 
for a complete list of those who helped the Garden Art Gala to be 
such a wonderful day.

Finally, be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, September 
11, 2011 for the 8th version of this great event.  The committee is 
already talking about ways to make it better!

Thank You Gala Sponsors!

Bald Eagle ($10,000+) 
Lynn and Anisya Fritz,  
Lynmar Estate 
 
Golden Eagle ($5,000) 
Vine Hill House

Otter ($2,500) 
Zainer Rinehart Clarke, CPA

Bobcat ($1,000) 
Gallo Famiy Vineyards, Sonoma West Publications, Clay and Anne 
Stephens, Vic Trione, ZIX Cookies

Heron ($500)
Winifred and Harry B. Allen Foundation, AMS Entertainment - Santa 
Rosa, ASK Realty / Sharon Hawthorne, Bill and Gail Bettinelli, Clover 
Stornetta Farms, Inc., Codding Foundation, General Hydroponics, 
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District, 
Sonoma Land Trust, Warren and Janis Watkins

Food, wine, entertainment and auction at the Gala. Photos: Robert Hart

Annual Garden Art Gala:  
A “New” 7-Year Old Event! 
David Bannister, Executive Director
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Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland Complex - Wetland of International Significance
Hattie Brown, Conservation Science Program Manager

L a g u n a K e e p e r s  E v e n t  C a l e n d a r 

All workdates are from 9 am to noon. Be sure to wear shoes & clothes you don’t mind getting dirty. Only 
heavy rain cancels. Snacks are on us, but do bring gloves, water, and friends!

November 20 
Irwin Creek 
More work on the ever-expanding riparian 
empire along Irwin, where last year’s 
plantings are booming. Meet at Stone Farm 
(900 Sanford Rd.) & we’ll walk down to the 
site.

December 11 
Stone Farm 
Help us install the first phase of the new 
Laguna Learning Center landscape, which 
will feature native plants, fruit trees & 
ornamentals reflecting the site’s agricultural 
history, and a children’s discovery garden. 
Meet at Stone Farm (900 Sanford Rd.)

February 12 
Delta Pond 
Returning to Delta Pond to cut and sprig willows. 
Great bang for the buck: there’s no cheaper 
plant material! Enter on the southwest side of 
Santa Rosa creek at Willowside Rd. (just north of 
Summerfield Waldorf school, 655 Willowside) and 
drive 1/2 mile to parking.

For more information, or to receive a 
monthly email reminder of LagunaKeepers 
workdates, please contact Catherine Cumberland 
at 527-9277 x108 or email: catherine@
lagunafoundation.org. Visit our website for a full 
2010-2011 LagunaKeepers event calendar.

On World Wetlands Day, February 2, 2011, the Ramsar Convention 
will name the Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland Complex as a Wetland 
of International Significance.  Since 1971, wetlands all over the world 
have been designated by the Ramsar Convention to highlight the 
importance of wetlands and the ecosystem services they provide.  
Wetlands, for example, control flood surges, filter pollutants, and are 
important sites for human enjoyment and recreation.  The Laguna 
and other wetlands designated under the Ramsar Convention are 
important for the conservation of global biological diversity and for 
sustaining human life.  The Laguna will join 27 other sites in the 
nation and 1899 sites worldwide to receive this distinction. 

The Laguna and surrounding Santa Rosa Plain Wetland Complex are 
of particular international importance due in part to the rare and 
endangered plant and animal species found here. We are lucky to live 
in such a biodiverse region.

Several public agencies and private landowners signed on to list their 
properties as a part of the Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland Complex in 
a lengthy process that began in 2007.  Thank you to the many people 
who have been involved in this process and we’ll let you know when 
to celebrate!

 
What is World Wetlands Day?  

 
February 2 each year is World Wetlands Day. It marks the 

date of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands on February 
2, 1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the 

Caspian Sea. WWD was celebrated for the first time in 1997 
and made an encouraging beginning. Each year, government 

agencies, non-governmental organizations, and groups of 
citizens at all levels of the community have taken advantage 

of the opportunity to undertake actions aimed at raising 
public awareness of wetland values and benefits in 

general and the Ramsar Convention in particular. From 
1997 to 2009, the Convention’s web site has posted reports 

from more than 98 countries of WWD activities of all sizes and 
shapes, from lectures and seminars, nature walks, children’s art 
contests, sampan races, and community clean-up days, to radio 

and television interviews and letters to newspapers, to the 
launch of new wetland policies, new Ramsar sites, and new 

programs at the national level.

Visit www.ramsar.org to find  
WWD 2011 activities around the world
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Support the Laguna Foundation and local merchant 
Oliver’s Market at the same time! Oliver’s Market now 
offers eScrip Community Cards, a program that allows you to 
contribute up to 5% of your purchase to the Laguna Foundation. 
Plus, if you shop at Oliver’s Market in Cotati, a share of your 
donation will go towards our partner the Cotati Creek Critters.

Here’s how it works:

1. Visit Oliver’s Market with the form below and request 
an Oliver’s eScrip Community Card. Or the cashier will give 
you the form and you can complete it on site, designating the 
“Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation.”

2. Present your card to the cashier every time you shop 
at Oliver’s Market.You can pay for your groceries any way 
you choose. Simply presenting your card generates contributions 
from Oliver’s Market to the Laguna Foundation.

3. The more you shop, the higher your contribution to 
the Laguna Foundation. To track your donations, register 
your Community Card online: www.escrip.com. 

Oliver’s Market Locations: 
546 East Cotati Avenue, Cotati 

560 Montecito Center, Santa Rosa 
461 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa

It’s Free - It’s Easy - It’s Powerful

I’ve selected the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation 

Group ID# 500025034

Pick Up a Community Card at Oliver’s Market Today! 
Maggie Hart, Administrative Director



Thank you to our generous supporters since our last Meanderings...
Absolute Statuary,  Barnee and Gary Alexander,  Anne-Marie and Jeff Allen,  
AMS Entertainment,  Gerald Arrington,  ASK Realty/Sharon Hawthorne,  
Tom and Julie Atwood,  Martha and J.M. Baeli,  Balletto Vineyards,  Jennifer 
Balletto (Glassfusion Studio),  Jalena Bamberger,  David and Maripat 
Bannister,  Bassignani Nursery,  Jerrie Bearg,  Jay Behmke,  Joel Bennett,  
Lynn and Rod Berglund,  Bill and Gail Bettinelli,  Tony and Phyllis Black,  Jeff 
Bolt,  Dino and Nina Bonos,  3-D Edddy,  Jeanne Bouquet,  Steve and Robin 
Brown,  Loren Brueggemann and Michelle Olsen,  Buckeye Nursery,  Becky 
Bunnell,  Betty Burridge,  Denise Cadman and Stuart Schroeder,  Chuck 
and Deanne Cadman,  Helen Kennedy Cahill,  California Flora Nursery,  
California River Wine Tours,  Marcia and Donald Camacho,  Carle, Mackie, 
Power & Ross LLP,  Efren Carrillo,  Sherry Catlett,  Chez Jeanne,  Churchill 
Cellars,  Susan and Ken Churchill,  Claudia Cleaver and Jeff Sacher,  Clover 
Stornetta Farms, Inc.,  Codding Foundation,  Connie and Hugh Codding,  
James and Sandi Codding,  Mike Cohen and Mami Kainuma,  Cokas Diko 
Garden Shop,  Community Foundation Sonoma County,  ComputerLink,  
Marsha and James Connell,  Henry Conserva,  Kim and Bill Cordell,  Gerald 
and Lysbeth Corsi,  Cottage Gardens Of Petaluma,  Bill and Joyce Cox,  
Katherine Crank,  Mary Ruthsdotter and David Crawford,  Crinella Winery 
and Vineyards,  Hall Cushman and Caroline Christian,  Nancy Dakin and 
David Woltering,  Jill Davenport,  Bart and Ditty Deamer,  Dehlinger Winery,  
DeLoach Vineyards,  Brad and Rosalie DeMeo,  Disneyland Resorts,  Nancy 
Dobbs and John Kramer,  Frank and Jackie Dono,  Robin Dorn,  Ryan Douglas,  
Drakes Bay Oysters,  Leticia Duenas & Petr Lenda,  Dutton-Goldfield Winery,  
Wayne Dziedzic,  Steve and Pat Edelstein,  Peggy and Ted Elliott,  Mary 
Ely,  Richard Ely,  Emerisa Gardens,  Chris Engel and Hugh Helm,  Eric Kent 
Wine Cellars,  Karen and David Fichman,  Field Stone Winery,  Farida Fox,  
French Garden Restaurant and Bistro Bar,  Lynn and Anisya Fritz,  Victoria 
Fullerton,  Gallo of Sonoma,  Garden Art,  William and Teddy Geary,  General 
Hydroponics,  Yvonne Giambrone-Martin,  Helen Gillespie,  Jim and Kathy 
Gilliam,  Glassfusion Studio,  George Golfieri,  Joany Goodwin,  Grab n’ 
Grow Soil Products,  Graton Ridge Cellars,  Great Thinks,  Green Man Natives 
Nursery,  Green Valley Consulting Engineers,  Martin Griffin, Jr. and Joyce 
Griffin,  William Haigwood,  Hanna Winery,  Buffey Harris,  Bob Hart and Jan 
Davis,  Caryl Ohrbach and Mickey Hart,  Hart’s Desire Wine,  Hartford Family 
Winery,  Harvest Moon Estate and Winery,  Hawkes Wine,  Gregory Hayes 
and Robin Fautley,  Healdsburg Nursery,  Heck Foundation,  Shepherd and 
Elizabeth Heery,  David and Sarah Hehman,  Robert Hillman and Olivia 
Crawford, Carroll and John Hirsch,  Bonnie Hogue,  Hook & Ladder Winery,  
Larry Hufferd,  Nancy Hyder,  Iron Horse Vineyards,  J Vineyards and Winery,  
Mary and Drew Jackson,  George Jackson,  Donald and Marsha Jacobs,  
Jaffe Estate Wines,  Nancy and Jon James,  Marcia and Ralph Johnson,  
Linda Johnson,  Joseph Swan Vineyards,  Linda Kachiu,  Arlene and Brad 
Kallen,  David Katz and Phyllis Beals,  Bill Keene,  Michelle Keip,  Mary 
Killian,  Kim Kabot Landscape Specialist,  Kings Nursery,  Kosta Browne 
Wines,  Candace Krout and Shoshona Smith,  Sue Labouvie,  Lagunitas 
Brewing Co.,  Bob Landman and Helene Morneau,  Laurence,  Leadership 
Institute for Ecology and the Economy, Louisa Leavitt,  Jim Leddy,  Helga 
Lemke,  Jack Levin, M.D.,  Eric Litvin,  John and Kim Lloyd,  Terry Lovton,  
Nona Lucas,  Lynmar Estate,  Janet Randall and Bruce Mac Evoy,  Lynne 
March,  Barrie Mason,  Matos Cheese Factory,  Frank and Kathleen Mayhew,  
Sandy and Jeff Mays,  Mary Fuller,  Lynn McGarvey,  Herb McGrew,  Major 
Eugene Meade,  Andrea Messersmith,  Lisa Micheli,  Elizabeth Monnet,  
James and Judy Monroe,  Mike Morrison,  Mosaic Restaurant and Wine 
Lounge,  Moshin Vineyards,  Moss Adams LLP,  Anthony Mountain and 
Cheryl Maynard,  Scotty Muira,  Jahna Muncrief,  Jeffrey and Michelle Muse,  
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Larry Nagel,  Dianne and John Namkung,  SM Navigante,  Cheryl Costantini 
and Mikio Matsumoto,  Brenda and Richard Nichols,  O’Connell Ranches,  
Pat O’Connell,  Oak Grove School,  Oliver Ranch Foundation,  Suzanne 
Olyarnik,  Osmosis Day Spa Sanctuary,  Owl Ridge Wines,  Paddling South,  
John Pashilk and Diane Sotos,  Grant Patrick,  Pepperwood Foundation,  
Pepperwood Preserve,  Theresa and Joe Pereira,  Performance Design 
Group,  Nancy Peter and Jeffery Orth,  PG&E Corporation Foundation,  
Linda Phillips,  Carol Pinnow,  Pond and Garden Nursery,  Hanya Popova 
Parker,  Richard and Trish Power,  Pat and Tim Preston,  Steve and Lynnie 
Rabinowitsh,  Radio Coteau,  Ray Carlson and Associates,  Redwood Hill 
Farm & Creamery,  Tom and Mary Reed,  Mike and Margo Requarth,  Bruce 
Riezenman,  Ruth H. and Ruth Robinson,  Natalie Rogers,  Rose & Thorn,  
Dawn Ross,  Harrison and Margot Rued,  Russian River Brewing Co.,  
Wayne Salk,  Gretchen Savidge,  Scherrer Winery,  Paul and Patty Schoch,  
Jan and Richard Schultz,  Schulz Fund of Community Foundation Sonoma 
County,  Lena and Hershel Schuman,  Patricia and Bryan Sesser,  Kathleen 
Shaffer,  Greg Sharpe,  Jim and Sandy Shelton,  Mike and Barbara Shepherd,  
Silk Moon Gallery,  Anthony and Rose Silva,  Christina and Marc Sloop,  
Guy and Michelle Smith,  Katherine P. Smith,  Sonoma Compost Company,  
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District,  Sonoma 
Horticultural Nursery,  Sonoma Land Trust,  Sonoma West Times and News,  
Sonomarin Landscape Materials,  Katharine Sparrow,  Neil Fishman and 
Maxene Spellman,  Spring Hill Cheese Co.,  Margaret Stassforth,  Troy 
and Carol Stenlund,  Anne and Clay Stephens,  Stevenson Supply,  Zainer 
Rinehart Clarke, DFK,  Irene Stewart,  Stumptown Nursery,  Anne Sutter,  
Ellen Swenson,  Taft Street Winery,  Teldeschi Winery,  Rick Theis and CJ 
Johnson,  Orrin and Terri Thiessen,  Arline Thomas,  Toad Hollow Vineyards,  
Phillis and Michael Toleu,  Peggy Tourje and Jane Krensky,  Vic and Karen 
Trione,  David Turchin,  Neva and Stephen Turer,  Rich and Debby Turner,  Joe 
and Arlene Ulmer,  Underwood Bar & Bistro,  Raini and Steve Vallarino,  Jan 
Vannatta,  Aimee Vorhaus,  Jerome and Karen Wagner,  Janis and Warren 
Watkins,  Shirley Weisman,  John and Claire Werner,  White Oak Vineyards 
and Winery,  Whole Foods Market,  Wild Rose Garden Co.,  Bosworth and 
Kathrin Williams,  Willow Wood Market Cafe,  Wine Creek LLC,  Winifred 
and Harry B. Allen Foundation,  Kathleen and Rich Woolfe,  Mike and Katie 
Wright,  John Wright (Hot Air & Co.),  Nancy Yamamoto,  Sylvia Zensen,  Jan 
Zlotnick and Jeanette Lebell

Thank You Business Sponsors

Double Platinum Level ($10,000+)  
Churchill Cellars 

 
Silver Level ($1,500)  

Sustainable H2O Solutions
 

Bronze Level ($1,000) 
Carle, Mackie, Power & Ross LLP 

Heck Foundation 
 

In-Kind (Goods or Services) 
ComputerLink, PC & Network Management

Performance Design Group, Creative Marketing Solutions
Whole Foods Market, Sebastopol
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Board of Directors
Jeff Allen, President
Dr. Caroline Christian, Vice President
Guy Smith, Secretary
Nina Arrabit
Janine Barnes, CPA
Denise Cadman
Ken Churchill
Dr. Michael Cohen
Bill Cox
Hugh Helm
Richard Power
Jim Shelton
Betsy Stewart, CPA

Staff
David Bannister, Executive Director
Hattie Brown, Conservation Science Program Manager
Catherine Cumberland, Restoration Program Manager
Christine Fontaine, Director of Education Programs
Maggie Hart, Administrative Director
Nancy Hauptmann, Membership Assistant
Jesse Heiny, Restoration Program Technician

The Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation, founded in 1989, works to preserve, restore, and inspire greater understanding and appreciation of the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa wetland complex, which is the largest tributary of the Russian River and one of Sonoma County’s richest wildlife area. The 
Foundation conducts educational programs, implements preservation and restoration projects, conducts scientific research, works with landowners and 
public agencies to protect and improve Laguna resources, and advocates for appropriately managed opportunities for the public to enjoy the Laguna.

Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation
900 Sanford Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
(707) 527-9277
www.lagunafoundation.org

The Laguna Foundation needs your eyes on the ground and in the 
trees, helping us look for acorns! If you can tell the difference between 
a valley oak and other common local oaks, you can participate.

What we’re looking for are valley oaks in the Laguna watershed. This 
includes the towns of Santa Rosa, Windsor, Rohnert Park, Cotati, and 
the east side of Sebastopol. The most likely place to find them will be 
in the Santa Rosa plain; i.e., in and around the town of Santa Rosa 
and the area between Santa Rosa and the Laguna. Possible locations 
include Doyle Park, SRJC, downtown, Joe Rodota trail, and Santa Rosa 
creek trail. Pavement and parking lots are great places to collect – the 
acorns don’t get lost in the grass – so we love city trees.

If you see a tree with acorns on it, or lots of caps on the ground, 
first make sure it’s a valley oak and not the more common (and 
more acorn-prolific) live oak. If you’re positive you’ve seen a valley 
oak loaded with acorns, please contact Catherine Cumberland at 
527-9277x108 or email: catherine@lagunafoundation.org with an 
address and description of where you saw the tree and, if you can 
tell, whether the acorns are in an accessible public location. 

Acorn Alert
Catherine Cumberland, Restoration Program Manager

Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, leaves and acorns.  Photo: Wikipedia.com

We need to grow 5,000+ trees for next year’s plantings! Keep your eyes peeled for the next generation of Laguna oaks, 
and thanks for your help with this important task.


